Site formation for Hopewell 2

Understanding that the Hopewell 2 project will soon be

commenced in full-scale, Raymond Wong, a causal

researcher in Hong Kong’s studies, visited the site in early
2013 before all the old things will soon be removed for the

development.

Raymond was born in Wanchai not far away from the site
more than half a Century ago. He can still remember the
nearby areas well in his heart. This visit seems to be a final
good-bye to his past memory of this place. Soon he can find
nothing that he had once seen before in this area as the

Hopewell 2 project gradually materialized. With the

exception, may be, the Hung Shing Temple on the side of

Queen’s Road East.

Some brief information about the
Hopewell 2 development project
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Wanchai is one of the oldest districts in Hong Kong being developed since
late 1840s. Dating back to the end of the 19t Century, the existing
Johnston Road/Hennessy Road was once the coastline along Wanchai.
From that to the south (hillward) crossing Queen’s Road East up to
Kennedy Road, was fully built-up with row houses of traditional Cantonese
style, as well as some detached houses for richer families, some with
gardens, especially on the foot-hill along Queen’s Road East.

The urban condition of the area remained basically undisturbed even after
the Japanese occupation until mid 1960s. During the process of
development, old buildings were removed completely, bit by bit, to give
way to new developments. Small traces of the old time cannot be found
anywhere in Wanchai right now except a very few on the foot-hill inside
the Hopewell 2 development.

These traces include the Nam Koo Terrace (a garden house), some sections
of old retaining wall, abandoned foot paths and remains of some buttress
structures belonged to a few old buildings.

This presentation tries to record visually these remains before they are

gone forever after the development.

Physical condition and
neighborhood environment of
the Hopewell 2 development
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The neighborhood environment as seen from the top of Hopewell Centre
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Coverage
of site

—_> Kennedy Road, almost concealed by trees

covering the entire slope surface
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The existing condition of the site
before the commencement of
the site formation process




The existing slope
condition along the
Kennedy Road
pedestrian path.

Abandoned foot path leading
pedestrian from Kennedy Road
down to Queen’s Road East







Sections of old footpaths,
abandoned for years,
once providing access for
general public

Sections of old
footpaths, abandoned
for years, once
providing access for
general public
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The power of time and the
mother nature as shown from
the growth of trees and the
damages caused to man-made
structures through the
penetration of their roots




The power of time and the
mother nature as shown from
the growth of trees and the
damages caused to man-made
structures through the
penetration of their roots


































Remaining sections of old retaining
wall and other building portions

Remaining sections of old retaining wall and drain out-fall




Old retaining wall
constructed using
granite blocks forming
the terrace platform

Remaining sections of old retaining wall and other building portions




Remains of an old building
which can be dated back more
than a hundred years










The beginning stage of site formation
process, mobilizing equipment for the
slope cutting and land leveling.




Old retaining wall
being cut to allow
excavating machine
going up to the
higher level to carry
out site formation




The only survived old building in the
redeveloping site, the Nam Koo Terrace




One of the modest
houses, the Nam
Koo Terrace (ki ),
owned by private
family on the
western foothill of
Hopewell Centre




hidden in the trees
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Tracing some images of the surrounding
urban environment from historic photos

Viewing downhill from Kennedy Road toward Wanchai and Causeway Bay




Streetscape of old Wanchai
and the foothill neighborhood

Typical streetscape on the Hong Kong
Island viewing toward downhill
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Approximate location
Hopewell Centre |







The look of the Hung Shing Temple with a time difference of almost a hundred years




Boundary cutting-off between
the site and the neighborhood




The slope vicinity




Site for Hopewell 2







The site entrance ground
at Ship Street

The photos as shown in this presentation
documented the final linkage between
the old time in the very old district of
Wanchai. These traces will soon be gone
forever. Though we have already lost
almost everything and we do not have
anything more to lost in our “modern
society”, the scene is still very upsetting.

Raymond Wong
Words from his heart
March 2013




